
	Theme
	Assignment 

	Introductions
	

	     OBJECTS
	

	Puzzles about objects
	Patrick Lin, “Why We’re Not Using AI in This Course, Despite Its Obvious Benefits”

	What is an object?
	Jack Crumley II, “Things”

	Composite objects: Restrictivism
	Thomas Sattig, “Parts”

	Composite objects: Nihilism and Universalism
	Thomas Sattig, “Parts,”

	Irreducible wholes? Emergentism
	Timothy O’Connor, “The Emergence of Personhood”

	Irreducible wholes? Monism
	Jonathan Schaffer, “Monism”

	
	Unit 1 Quiz & Paragraph 

	     EXISTENCE
	

	Puzzles about existence
	Tyron Goldschmidt, “Understanding the Question”

	Explaining existence
	Tyron Goldschmidt, “Understanding the Question”

	Necessary being: Immanent vs. transcendent
	Timothy O’Connor, “The Identification Stage”

	Necessary being: Impersonal vs. personal
	Timothy O’Connor, “The Identification Stage”

	Cosmic fine-tuning
	Timothy O’Connor, “The Identification Stage”

	Cosmopsychism
	Philip Goff, “Is the Universe a Conscious Mind?”

	
	Unit 2 Quiz & Paragraph

	     PERSONS
	

	Puzzles about persons
	Film: ‘Number 12 Looks Just Like You’ (The Twilight Zone)

	The nature of persons
	Amy Kind, Persons & Personal Identity, “The Nature of Persons”

	Psychological continuity theories
	Amy Kind, Persons & Personal Identity, “The Psychological Identity Theory”

	Reduplication cases
	Amy Kind, Persons & Personal Identity, “Reduplication Cases”

	Biological continuity theories
	Amy Kind, Persons & Personal Identity, “The Physical Approach to Personal Identity”

	A hybrid? Embodied mind theory
	Amy Kind, Persons & Personal Identity, “The Physical Approach to Personal Identity”

	Dualist primitivism
	Richard Swinburne, “Personal Identity: The Dualist Theory”

	
	Unit 3 Quiz & Paragraph

	     FREE WILL
	

	Puzzles about free will
	Film: Minority Report (excerpt)

	The problem of free will
	Meghan Griffith, Free Will: The Basics, “Introduction; ‘Why be an Incompatibilist’

	Compatibilism
	Meghan Griffith, Free Will: The Basics, ‘The Conditional Analysis of ‘Could Have Done Otherwise,’ ‘Problems for the Conditional Analysis,’ ‘Other Compatibilisms,’

	Event-causal libertarianism
	Meghan Griffith, Free Will: The Basics, ‘Event-Causal Libertarianism: Robert Kane’s View,’ ‘Event-Causal Libertarianism: Laura Ekstrom’s View’

	Non-causal & agent-causal libertarianism
	Meghan Griffith, Free Will: The Basics, ‘Simple Indeterminism (or Non-Causal Libertarianism),’ ‘Agent-Causal Libertarianism (or Agent Causation)’

	
	Unit 4 Quiz & Paragraph

	     VALUE
	

	Puzzles about value
	Thomas Jefferson, “The Declaration of Independence”

	Moral realism vs. anti-realism
	C. Stephen Evans, God & Moral Obligation, “God and Moral Obligations,” ‘Moral Experience and the Principle of Credulity,’ ‘Enoch’s Case for Moral Realism’

	Realism: Non-naturalism
	J.L. Mackie, “The Subjectivity of Values,” Shelly Kagan, “Simple Realism”

	Realism: Divine Command Theory
	C. Stephen Evans, God & Moral Obligation, “What is a Divine Command Theory of Moral Obligation?”

	Realism: Natural Law Theory
	C. Stephen Evans, God & Moral Obligation, ‘Natural Law Theory as Practical Rationality’, Jennifer Frey, “Neo-Aristotelian Ethical Naturalism”

	Anti-realism: Error Theory
	C. Stephen Evans, God & Moral Obligation, ‘Error Theory’

	Semi-realism: Expressivism & Constructivism
	Evans, God & Moral Obligation, ‘Expressivism,’ ‘Constructivism,’ ‘Gilbert Harman’s Relativistic Social Contract Account’

	
	Unit 5 Quiz & Paragraph

	
	Final Paper

	Review
	

	Final Exam
	



