Part 1: Is there an immaterial soul?
	Topic
	Reading

	Course introduction
	

	Introducing the mind-body problem
	Terry Bisson, “They’re Made of Meat”

	Roots of the mind-body problem: Descartes and the scientific revolution
	René Descartes, Meditations II and VI; 
Barry Dainton, Self: Philosophy in Transit, “Routes to the Modern Soul”

	Argument for dualism #1: The Argument from Sensory Qualities
	Barry Dainton, “Routes to the Modern Soul”

	Argument for dualism #2: The Conceivability Argument
	René Descartes, Meditations II and VI; Barry Daintain, Self: Philosophy in Transit, “Routes to the Modern Soul”

	Responding to the dualist arguments

	Paul Churchland, “The Ontological Problem: Dualism”

	Against dualism: Interaction Problem
	Barry Dainton, “Causes and ghosts;” 
correspondence between Descartes and Princess Elisabeth

	Arguments for materialism
	Paul Churchland, “The Ontological Problem: Dualism”

	Argument for dualism #3: The Unity Argument
	William Hasker, “Concerning the Unity of Consciousness”

	Unit one exam
	


Part 2: Could the mind be material?
	Topic
	Reading

	Are robots persons?
	The Twilight Zone, “The Lonely” [video]

	Robots and minds
	William Lycan, “Robots and Minds”

	Machines could think: The Turing Test
	Alan Turing, “Computing Machinery and Intelligence”

	First in-class essay
	

	Machines could think: The Turing Test, cont.
	Alan Turing, “Computing Machinery and Intelligence”

	Machines couldn't think: The Chinese Room
	John Searle, “Minds, Brains, and Programs”

	Machines couldn't think: The Chinese Room, cont.
	John Searle, “Minds, Brains, and Programs”

	Responding to the Chinese Room
	Daniel Dennett, “The Milk of Human Intentionality”

	A materialist theory of mind: Functionalism
	Amy Kind, Philosophy of Mind: The Basics, “Functionalism”

	Functionalism cont.
	Class activity: implementing an algorithm (using cups and beans)

	Objection to functionalism: Inverted Spectrum
	Amy Kind, Philosophy of Mind: The Basics, “Functionalism”

	Objection to functionalism: Intrinsic Intentionality
	Laurence Bonjour, “Against Materialism”

	Unit two exam
	


Part 3: What is consciousness?
	Topic
	Reading

	For property dualism: Subjectivity Argument & Knowledge Argument
	Susan Blackmore, “What is it like to be...,” 

	For property dualism: Zombie Argument

	Susan Blackmore, “What is it like to be...,” 

	Second in-class essay
	

	Debunking the “magic” of consciousness
	Daniel Dennett, “The Magic of Consciousness” (video

	Debunking the “magic” of consciousness, cont.
	Daniel Dennett, “The Magic of Consciousness” (video)

	The dilemma of the subject
	Daniel Dennett, “The Magic of Consciousness” (video)

	Dualist theories of consciousness: Panpsychism

	Philip Goff, “How to solve the problem of consciousness”

	Dualist theories of consciousness: Emergentism

	Phil Woodward, “Emergentism”

	Unit three exam
	

	Course review
	

	Third in-class essay
	



Final Exam
